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Ruckus & Glee: A place for children of all ages
Story and photos by Gary Porter 

Matthew Poulson is busy fashioning a gift bag out of a flat 
sheet of polka-dot wrapping paper. Children of all ages drift 
about, trying out different toys and projects.  It’s a typical 
Wednesday afternoon at Ruckus & Glee, a unique toy store that 
opened last September at the corner of 68th and Cedar St.

Ruckus & Glee was the brainstorm of Poulson and his wife 
Sarah Fowles. When their daughter Elinor, now 10, wished that 
there was more to do for kids in their Tosa neighborhood along 
North Avenue, they decided to open a toy store based upon her 
love of toys. Ruckus & Glee was born; the first store was located 
on North Avenue. In just a year and a half, they outgrew their 
store on North and relocated to 68th Street.

Ruckus & Glee is what you’d call an atypical toy store, featuring 
thoughtful, unusual toys not found in many standard stores. Poul-
son and Fowles and are quick to point out that the items on their 
shelves are not educational toys, but rather toys chosen to inspire 

and prompt creativity and exploration. That’s why most toys are dis-
played to encourage customers to experience them firsthand.

The name Ruckus & Glee is a play on a law firm (Fowles has a 
law degree and works as a senior human resources consultant for 
a major bank). Ruckus is the name of their neighbor’s dog, and 
Poulson says Glee captures the thrill of playing.  

Future plans for the store include the creation of cartoon char-
acters named Ruckus and Glee in an early comic book style. Right 
now the day to day store operations are keeping its owners busy, and 
happily so. In a rare quiet moment, Poulson brings out a helicopter 
contraption, flying it around the store. From his impish smile it’s 
obvious he loves playing with the toys as much as anybody. 

Ruckus and Glee is located at 805 N. 68thStreet next door to 
Simma’s Bakery, and is open from 10-6 Tuesdays through Satur-
day, and from 12-4 on Sundays.

Visit them online at www.ruckusandglee.com ■
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Expires December 31, 2016

Got baskets? 
2nd Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
Hatched March 24
IT WAS A CHIllY MORNING, but the cool temperatures 
didn’t dampen the enthusiasm of the neighborhood families 
who gathered for the 2nd annual CJPNA Easter egg hunt   at 

the Jacobus Park playground.
This fun-fi lled morning was a 

free event, sponsored by the neigh-
borhood association and featured 
breakfast treats and beverages 
before the hunt began at 10 a.m. 
sharp. Each family delivered one 
dozen prefi lled eggs earlier in the 
week to co-organizer Casey Flewel-
len that were hidden throughout 
the park on the morning of the hunt. 

Kelly Halverson, co-organizer, 
said the hunt is a great early spring activity for families. “CJPNA 
is always looking for ways to encourage our members to come 
together in our community,” she said. “The annual Easter Egg 
hunt is a perfect example.” ■
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Snow+Chili+CJPNA=One Successful Cook-off 
By Wendy Dietzler  

Good things happen when neighbors come together 
over a bowl of chili, or better yet, 16bowls. That’s 
what took place on a snowy Saturday in February, 

when CJPNA hosted its biggest Annual Chili Cook-off yet, 

with 16 tasty entries ranging from traditional to exotic. And 
while there were five official victors, everyone who came 
to sample the tasty fare, catch up with their neighbors and 
watch their kids play pickup hockey on Jacobus Pond came 
away feeling like winners.  

Nick Chorak took home top bragging rights with his “Slow 
Burn” chili featuring two types of sausage, a chili medley 
and a veggie mix of corn, peppers and squash. He paired the 
dish with his home-brewed “Out of the Snow” IPA, offering 
a combination that garnered the most votes among the cook-
off crowd. 

In other chili categories, Julie and Parker Sovey won Best 
in Show, Casey Flewellen nabbed Best Vegetarian version, 
Odessa Garcia-Velez earned the Best Traditional title while 
the Most Unique Chili award went to Mike and Lisa Radtke 
for their Indian-themed creation. 

For their hard work and culinary creativity, the winners 
took home some awesome prize packages generously donat-
ed by Leff’s  Lucky Town, J & B’s Blue Ribbon, Blues Egg/
Maxie’s/BKC, Barbieri’s, Rose’s  Flower Shop, La Tarte, Bark 
N Scratch, Vincent Ingrilli Plumbing, Ultimate Confections, 
The Milwaukee Brewers, Colectivo Coffee, Brett’s Auto and 
Balistreri’s.

Want to throw your hat (or Crock Pot) into the ring? The 
2019 Chili Cookoff date will be announced later this year. 
Follow CJPNA on Facebook and stay up to date on all asso-
ciation happenings! ■
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Back to Life: Arts & Crafts home gets a loving makeover
By Casey Flewellen

A s we pulled up to the seemingly 
lackluster 1906 Arts and Crafts 
structure, set back on the large, 

corner lot of the bustling coffeeshop neigh-
borhood, we both had some reservations. 
But as soon as we set foot inside the dwell-
ing, we knew this was going to be a good 
one. When it comes to homes, my husband 
and I (luckily) agree on two major things: 
We have an admiration for historical struc-
tures – we just love figuring out the house’s 
story – and we don’t mind putting in hard 
work to restore a home to its rightful state. 
Each room we entered, it had our wheels 
turning in ways we’ve never experienced. It 
was intriguing. It was mysterious. It was...
perfect. All of its quirks. All of its cracks. All 
of its pickled woodwork. It had to be ours.

We were committed to bringing this house back to its origi-
nal life. We wanted to this house the justice it deserved; justice 
that would put a smile on the face of the original builder. 

Since 2013, we’ve been lucky enough to learn more about 
our house and neighborhood from our amazing neighbors, in 
particular, Myron McCormack, who lived in the house across 
the street as a toddler since 1942. 

In 2017, we received a touching note from one of the origi-
nal homeowner’s daughters asking if she could come for a visit. 
How exciting! A chance to hear first-hand from someone who 
lived in and cherished the very house that we now call home! 
She shared handfuls of charming stories, explaining how her 
family offered their bedrooms to house engineers working on 

equipment for our military,  while she 
and her family all slept in the dining 
room. Additionally, she mentioned the 
numerous fundraisers her family hosted, 
her father’s countless hours of work he 
put in the house, and the fondest of fam-
ily memories that were given new life by 
the work we’ve completed. She said her 
parents would have been thrilled!

This not only sparked a renewed in-
terest in our home’s history, but in the 
history of the Jacobus Park neighbor-
hood in general. Once you start looking 
for it, history can be seen all around us. 
From the turn-of-the-century architec-
tural styles rendered by large profile ar-
chitects to the removal of the century-old 
trolley tracks along Wells St., dating back 

to the late 1800s. We look forward to hearing many more sto-
ries about our house or yours in the near future. The Flewellen 
TGIF is coming soon! ■

Do you have a house with a story that should be told? 
We want to feature it in an upcoming CJPNA newsletter! 
Please contact Wendy Dietzler at wkdietz@gmail.com  
and let her know about it!
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East Tosa Connector Connecting! FOJP update
By John Young, Friends of Jacobus Park

I’M HERE TO FuEl RuMORS AND 
EXCITEMENT fl ying around regarding 
a potential bridge over Menomonee 
River near Jacobus Park.  I have it on 
good authority that an Advisory Commit-
tee has formed and established strong 
community support from neighborhoods 
and businesses on the north and south 
sides of the river. The committee has 
interested members from Quarry Heights, 
Jacobus Park, MMSD, Hawthorn Glen and 
Hawley Environmental MPS, and Mil-
waukee County Parks. There have been 
several discussions with city, local busi-
nesses, and county offi cials sharing the 
widespread support for this venture.

We’re in discussions on multiple fronts 
to creatively fi nance this endeavor. We 
believe this project addresses mutually 
benefi cial interests with the city, county 
and MMSD. Given the positive response 
from all stakeholders, we’re confi dent collaborative fi nancing 
for this is a viable and likely solution. Please share your opin-
ions and ideas through the CJPNA website, NextDoor, or email. .

Garlic mustard and buckthorn are two invasive species that 
have entered the park, and we need the helping hands of 
neighbors to get them under control. The park pavilion is the 
meeting site for the annual Milwaukee RiverKeepers Clean-up 
and garlic weed-out on Saturday April 21 at 9:00 a.m. Watch for 
more information coming your way.

The Friends of Jacobus Park is a non-profi t organization 
formed years ago to assist with Milwaukee County Parks staff 

and partner with the Charles Jacobus Park Neighborhood Asso-
ciation to promote the preservation and enjoyment of Jacobus 
Park, to sponsor educational, recreational and cultural events 
in the park, and to raise funds for the restoration and enhance-
ment of the park.  The Friends group has recently received a 
generous donation from Metcalfe’s Market and Quarry Heights 
Neighborhood Association for improvements.  Thank you, thank 
you, thank you!

If you have ideas for Jacobus Park or would like more in-
formation, please contact FriendsofJacobusPark@gmail.com or 
your CJPNA board member. ■

Fiercely independent 
mom and pop neighborhood toy shop

805 N. 68th St., Wauwatosa 
(414) 395-3201 

www.ruckusandglee.com

create play dream
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In the Village of Wauwatosa at
7605 Harwood Avenue

Optometry + Good Looking Frames

Make your appointment for an eye exam with Dr. Mark Veth, or
just stop in to check out the great selection of kid and adult eyewear

414.453.1300
bespectacledeyes.com

McKinley’s Miracle:  
A Life-Changing Treatment Brings 
Hope to a Jacobus Park Family
By Melissa Koch

For one family in the Charles Jacobus Park neighborhood, 2018 may 
be the year their daughter sees for the first time, thanks gene therapy 
that received FDA approval late last year.

It was in the first few weeks of McKinley Sovey’s life that her parents 
Julie and Parker noticed something strange about her eyes. They would 
shake whenever she tried to focus, she would have difficulties tracking, 
and they noticed a lack of eye contact. After countless referrals and tests, 
their fears were confirmed that McKinley’s retinal response was flat, and 
that she was indeed was blind, able only to see bright light, but no detail. 
The formal diagnosis was Leber’s Congenital Amaurosis (LCA), a rare in-
herited retinal disease affecting only a few thousand people in the United 
States. People with LCA are generally born with very limited vision that 
almost always progresses to total blindness.

continued on pg 10
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Who’s Who in the CJPNA

Co-Presidents 
Steve Flewellen  
6624 W. Wells St. • 262-573-4457  
sflewellen@cyganiakplanning.com 

Todd Halverson  
6918 W. Wells St. • 414-248-6439  
todd.halverson@cnhind.com

Co-Vice Presidents
Joy Wedel  
836 N. 63rd St. • 414-258-0800  
wedel.joy1@gmail.com

Ken Sumka  
6617 W. Wells St. • 773-860-1012  
kensumka@yahoo.com

Directors
Peter Skanavis  
6768 Maple Terrace • 414-507-6769  
hoc@tds.net

Scott Bechtel  
6714 Cedar St.  • 414-771-1930 
stork79@icloud.com

Cassie Chorak  
6743 Cedar St. • 219-670-8898

Social Chairs 

Mike Newman 
6630 W. Wisconsin Ave. • 414-771-9569 
mike771@aol.com

Joy Wedel  
836 N. 63rd St. • 414-258-0800  
wedel.joy1@gmail.com

News Letter Coordinators
Wendy Dietzler  
6775 Maple Terrace • 414-405-4018 
wkdietz@gmail.com  

Carla Sumka  
6617 W. Wells St. • 773-218-4684 
cypbu@yahoo.com

Emily Hawkins  
414-232-0674 
emilyclrhawkins@gmail.com

Co-Neighbor Coordinators

Kelly Halverson  
6918 W. Wells St.  • 414-687-3287 
warriorwomankelly@icloud.com

Matt Stienstra  
7003 W. Wells St.  • 262-510-7528  
mattstienstra@icloud.com

Household Membership 
Scott Bechtel  
6714 Cedar St.  • 414-771-1930 
stork79@icloud.com

Business Membership 
Tom Boeckmann 
414-357-2755  
tboeckmann@transcoil.com 

Rummage Sale Coordinator
Abigail Rausch  
825 N 67th St. • 414-897-0284 
jacobusparkrummagesale@gmail.com

Treasurer 
Pete Garofalo  
6604 W. Wells St. • 414-943-0150 
ppgarofalo@gmail.com

Secretary 
Wendy Dietzler  
6775 Maple Terrace • 414-405-4018 
wkdietz@gmail.com   

Once the extent of McKinley’s 
visual impairment was known, she 
began a rigorous therapy program 
at Vision Forward on Hawley Road. 
At that point, there was no known 
cure for LCA, but in December 2017, 
McKinley and her family received 
what they call a Christmas miracle: 
The FDA had approved the nation’s 
first gene therapy for an inherited 
disease—the first ever treatment of 
its kind, and one that happened to 
be an exact match for McKinley’s di-
agnosis. 

The gene therapy called Luxtur-
na (created by Spark Therapeutics) 
is an injection given directly to pa-
tients’ eyes to replace the defective 
gene. Patients who received the 
treatment have described seeing 
snow, stars, the moon and even their 
parent’s faces for the first time. It’s 
an incredible gift, but it comes with 
a price tag of $850,000. 

What’s more, the treatment is 
not offered locally. Instead, the Sov-
eys will travel to the University of 
Iowa’s Carver College of Medicine 
for the procedure (they visited the 
facility in March, meeting with lead 
researcher Dr. Stephen Russell, who 
recommended scheduling the treat-
ment for later this year).

In the meantime, the community 
has a chance to show their support 
for McKinley and her family at a Go-
FundMe page (www.gofundme.com/
mckinleys-miracle), and keep up 
with the latest developments on her 
journey on Facebook (www.facebook.
com/mckinleysoveysjourney). ■

continued from page 9
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Support Charles Jacobus Park 
Neighborhood Association

WHEN YOU SHOP WITH METCALFE’S!

ALL MONTH LONG

FOR

Neighbor

the total discountstoday’s order

FOR YOUR

FROM YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD’S
SHOPPING THIS MONTH

WHEN YOU PRESENT THIS CARD

WAUWATOSA

MATCHES5% OFF
Receive

You
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Business & Service Directory

ACCURATE BASEMENT REPAIR
744.6900 • 294.2045 fax
accuratebasementrepair.com
10% discount to CJPNA members

AMERICAN FAMILY INSURANCE
Dennis James • Agent
6111 West Bluemound Road
414.259.0040

BALISTRERI’S ITALIAN  
AMERICAN RISTORANTE
812 N. 68th Street • 475.1414

BARBIERE’S ITALIAN INN
5844 W. Bluemound Rd.
453.3800

be spectacled
5844 W. Bluemound Rd.
453.1300 
bespectacledyes.com

BOB GOSTISHA • HANDYMAN
6605 Cedar Street
453.3807 home • 333.1512 cell

CENTER FOR ANIMAL HEALTH
827 N. 68th Street
771.7387 • 771.7305 fax

CYGANIAK PLANNING, INC.
Steve Flewellen 
3515 North 124th Street  
Brookfield, WI • 262.783.6161 x104
sflewellen@cyganiakplanning.com

FRUIT RANCH GIFT CENTER
6301 W. Bluemound Rd.
476.9600 • www.fruitranch.com
discount to members code: CJPNA

GEORGE WEBB RESTAURANT
6108 W. Bluemound Rd.
453.2392 • Open 24 Hours

GILLICK, WICHT, GILLICK & GRAF
6300 W. Bluemound Rd. • 257.2667

GREITEN’S AUTO SERVICE
NAPA Auto Care Center
5804 W. Bluemound Rd. 258.5744

HART PARK SQUARE  
RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
6600 River Parkway • 476.8787

HEALING ARTS STUDIO
830 N. 68th Street • 778.1761
10% discount to CJPNA Members

HOMEOWNERS CONCEPT
611 N. Mayfair Rd. • 414.257.4699
marys@homeownersmke.com

HOPPE TREE SERVICE
6115 W. Bluemound Rd.
257.2111
258.8770 fax

HYDE PARK TAILORS & CLEANERS
6738 W. Wells Street
258.3892

INDEPENDENT LIVING SUPPLIES
6100 W. Bluemound Rd.
329.3962

LA TARTE’S “LITTLE PERK”
6742 W. Wells Street • 456.0995

LISA HOPPE TRAVEL CONSULTING
6005 W. Wisconsin Avenue
258.8715 • 258.8770 fax

LITTLE READ BOOK
7603 W. State Street • 774.2665 

MCGINN’S
5901 W. Bluemound Rd. • 475.7546

O’GORMAN & SONS AUTOMOTIVE
540 N. Hawley Road • 257.2661

RICH’S AUTO CARE CENTER
5801 W. Bluemound Rd.
259.0707
10-20% Discount to CJPNA Members

ROSE’S FLOWER SHOP
800 N. 68th Street
258.1161

SAMSON & DELILAH SALON
6744 W. Wells Street
431.4596

SIMMA’S BAKERY
817 N. 68th St. • 258.0998

ROUNDING THIRD
6317 W. Bluemound Rd.
475.1982  
www.roundingthirdsports.com

Ruckus & Glee
805 N 68th St.
395-3201  
www.ruckusandglee.com

ULTIMATE CONFECTIONS
820 N. 68th Street
778.0636 • 778.1105 fax

VINCE INGRILLI & SONS PLUMBING
6734 W. Wells Street
258.1100 • 258.2029 fax

Willow design Studios
3915 West McKinley 
www.willowdesignmke.com

Do you know of a local business  
we have forgotten? 
Please contact Wendy Dietzler 
at wkdietz@gmail.com  
and let her know about it!
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COST: $15 for CJPNA Members • $25 for Non-Members ,

DEADLINE:  June 4

YOUR TICKET INCLUDES:  
• 
• 
• 

Terrace Level Seat - Section 412
"Old School" Tailgate at Miller Park - Burgers, Brats, Beer and Soda provided - please bring 
appetizer or dessert.

You must be a CJPNA member to take advantage of this great deal. If you are not a member... please become one today! (see below) 

Registration forms and checks made out to “CJPNA” can be mailed or dropped off at the following:

Mike Newman or or Jeff Radcliffe
6630 West Wisconsin Ave.  7034 Aetna Court
Wauwatosa, 53213 

Ken Sumka            
6617 West Wells St. 
Wauwatosa, 53213 Wauwatosa, 53213

Questions: Mike Newman: 
Ken Sumka:     
Jeff Radcliffe: 

Mike771@aol.com, 771-9569 
kensumka@yahoo.com, 773-860-1012  
jjrad2011@gmail.com, 507-4003

REGISTRATION FORM

COST: $15 / per person for CJPNA Members or $25 / per person for non CJPNA Members (this includes a one

year membership) • checks payable to CJPNA

Drop off • Mike (6630 W. Wisconsin) or Ken (6617 W. Wells St.) or Jeff (7034 Aetna Court)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Name

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Address        Phone Number

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
e-mail  address  

I am a CJPNA Member • Enclosed is __________for __________ ticket(s) Cost: $15 • per person • checks payable to CJPNA 

I am NOT a CJPNA Member • Enclosed is __________for __________ ticket(s) Cost: $25 • for first non-CJPNA member, $15 

for additional family members for tickets and a one year CJPNA family membership • checks payable to CJPNA

CJPNA BREWER OUTING 

A night AT THE BALLPARK !

,FRIDAY JUNE 22, 2017
7:10 PM First Pitch

 Milwaukee Brewers V. Evil St. Louis Cardinals


